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2 o FROM RESEARCH TO OUTREACH (AND BACK AGAIN)
011 Visiting

Researchers Science often starts and ends in the armchair or laboratory. For researchers in UBC's Animal Welfare
Program this is only the start of the story.

According to David Fraser “Our Program’s research will not benefit animals unless it gets into the hands of people responsible for
animal care”. Agricultural research has a long tradition of ‘extension; which typically includes presenting the results of research
to farmers or professionals such as veterinarians and nutritionists that can take key messages back to the farm. Program
students and faculty speak at these events around the country and the world - over the past year Program members made 39
such presentations; key examples include Dan Weary speaking to veterinary students in PEl, student Katy Proudfoot speaking
to dairy farmers in Manitoba, Nina von Keyserlingk speaking with dairy producers in Alberta, and David Fraser’s presentation
at the BC Farm Animal Care Council’s conference in Abbotsford.

Grazyne Tresoldi Jodo Costa

“We also work hard to publish results in formats accessible
to farmers” says Nina von Keyserlingk. “For example, our
dairy research is described in Dairy Research Reports sent
to dairy farmers and professionals across BC and beyond,
and we contribute articles to magazines that are widely
read by dairy farmers including Hoard'’s Dairyman and
Progressive Dairyman.”’

Such extension efforts are useful, but likely target only
Pilar Sepulveda Vanessa Carli Bones the most innovative farmers who take the time to attend
conferences and read about recent research. “To get the

Each year the Animal Welfare Program welcomes many research into the hands of more farmers” says Dan Weary
visiting researchers, for a few weeks to six months or more. “the best approach is to visit their farm!”
Some visitors are international students enriching their
studies through an internship with our program; others are Conversations with dairy farmers, including those who
faculty members here to share expertise and collaborate in participated in our on-farm research, are what originally
projects. Our program benefits greatly from these visits, which identified Program research priorities like cow comfort D. Weary and N. von Keyserlingk
strengthen links with other institutions worldwide and allow us and lameness. A decade of experimental work at our Dairy Education address cattle veterinarians
to share knowledge and expertise with others in the field. and Research Centre in Agassiz has shown how aspects of stall design

can improve cow comfort and reduce the risk of cows becoming lame. Now a new round of on-farm
Especially notable in 2011 were four students funded for 6-month research is taking place on farms across Canada and the US, based largely on recommendations
visits by the Emerging Leaders of the Americas (ELAP) scholarship developed from our research. The producers who participate each receive a personalized confidential
program which provides educational opportunities for very report for their farm, showing, for example, prevalence of lameness and average lying times for their
promising young people from Latin America. ELAP students in the cows.“In this way we provide science-based recommendations to dairy farmers tailored to the
Animal Welfare Program included PhD student Pilar Sepulveda from conditions on their farms” says Nina von Keyserlingk.
Chile, and graduate students Grazyne Tresoldi, Jodo Costa and Vanessa
Carli Bones from Brazil. Other visiting students and scientists came from This work also allows the researchers to learn from dairy producers. As Dan Weary points out“In
France, the Czech Republic, Denmark, France, Germany, Spain, Sweden, each of the regions where we have surveyed lameness we have found some farms with very low
The Netherlands, the United Kingdom and the United States. levels. We are now working to better understand the reasons why these farmers are able to

succeed, and also develop better ways of sharing these successful practices with other farmers
in the same region.”

A Productive Year

2011 was a productive year for the program. With 25 articles published in refereed journals, 39 invited talks and presentations given, 2 book chapters written,
and 12 producer and/or popular press articles that referenced Animal Welfare Program research.

A few highlights of the many invited talks include
- Dan Weary gave the opening lecture to the “8th World Congress on Alternatives”in Montreal, the major international gathering of scientists working to reduce, replace and
refine the use of animals in biomedical research. Dan challenged the participants to go beyond merely controlling harm, and instead provide ‘good lives’ for the animals used

in science.

« Nina von Keyserlingk led two 3 ¥2 day workshops, one in Tokyo and one in Obihiro, Japan, on dairy cattle welfare. The audience for the workshops included veterinarians,
farm extension workers and dairy producers. This is the second time in four years Nina has been invited to Japan to give these workshops.
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Veterinarians in the Animal Welfare Program Animals in Science

The Animal Welfare Program has provided opportunities for many
veterinarians to do post-graduate research and education in animal
welfare. Some current examples:

Dr. Amber Itle joined the Program in 2011. During her eight years
of veterinary practice in Washington State, she encountered the
many animal welfare challenges faced by food animal producers. This year Professor Nina von Keyserlingk was
Amber heard Prof Nina Von Keyserlingk speak at a veterinary elected to the prestigious position of Chair of
meeting and saw the scope for animal welfare research to Council for the Canadian Council on Animal
solve the problems she was encountering. Amber joined the Care (CCAC) - the national body that oversees
Program to do research on dairy cattle, citing “the Program’s the use of animals in research, teaching and
world-renowned reputation and ability to generate research testing. Nina has represented the Canadian

that is practical and applicable to real farm problems”. Faculties of Agriculture and Veterinary Medicine

Amber Itle, Vanessa Carli Bones, Alejandra Barrientos on council since 2006 and began her duties as
Dr.Vanessa Carli Bones, a veterinarian and PhD student Council Chair in March. In this role she will be in a
from Brazil, is visiting the Program for six months, funded by the Emerging Leaders in the Americas (ELAP) position to directly effect change in animal welfare
scholarship program. The goal of her research is to replace the use of animals in laboratory tests for the diagnosis policy at the national level. Her term will run for one

of rabies. She came to UBC because “the Animal Welfare Program gives me the opportunity to interact with year, after which she will take the role of Vice Chair.
dedicated people who devote their lives to animals”.
The Animal Welfare Program has many other

Dr. Alejandra Barrientos, a veterinarian from Chile, initially visited UBC to gain experience with dairy cattle issues relationships with CCAC. In August PhD student

and was assigned to the Animal Welfare Program’s multi-farm study of lameness and cow comfort on local dairy Elisabeth Ormandy completed her 2-year CCAC research
farms. She subsequently became a graduate student, and has now visited over 150 farms where her work has fellowship in animal policy development, dividing her
helped producers identify and solve animal welfare problems. She noted that the focus on animal welfare time between Vancouver and Ottawa; Nicole Fenwick

complemented her training in animal health and “changed the way I look at farm animals’”. (former MSc. student) continues her role as the CCAC
Three Rs Program Co-ordinator; and PhD student Gosia
® © 6 6 6 ¢ 0606 06 6 o © 0o o Zobel continues her consultancy work with the CCAC
Education, Training and Communications Program.

Graduates Making a Difference

Graduates from the Animal Welfare Program go on to careers in the humane movement, government,
academia, the veterinary profession and other areas. This year we feature three who are improving animal
welfare through the business sector.

Kiyomi Ito

Kiyomi completed her MSc. in dairy cow welfare, focusing on cow comfort and lameness, in December 2009.
She spent the next year undertaking a cow comfort benchmarking study in the US - a collaboration between
the UBC Animal Welfare Program and Novus International Inc. Since May 2011, Kiyomi has been working with
Novus as Project Manager to implement the project, now called the C.0.W.S (Comfort, Oxidative Balance, Well-Being,
Sustainability) Program, as part of the technical assistance provided by the company to their clients. Kiyomi is based
in southern Ontario, and works with dairy nutritionists and consultants to improve milk production through better
management practices.

Linds ay Col Iings Lindsay Collings, Kiyomi Ito

In April 2011, Lindsay completed her MSc focusing on dairy cattle feeding behaviour and welfare. She immediately began working for Novus International Inc. as part of the
C.O.W.S. Program. The program includes a comprehensive on-farm cow comfort assessment aimed at providing producers feedback about their cows. Lindsay is based in
New York state, but travels across the United States. Lindsay’s work gives her plenty of chance for regular hands-on work with cows and the opportunity to provide producers
valuable information about cow comfort and animal welfare on their farms.

Frances Flower

After completing a PhD in the Animal Welfare Program, Frances Flower took a position as Livestock Associate at Whole Foods Market

(the largest natural and organic grocery store in North America). She has helped implement the Global Animal Partnership’s 5-Step™ Animal
Welfare Rating System for all beef, chicken and pork suppliers at Whole Foods Market, providing support, guidance and resources to over 1700
farms and ranches in the US and Canada. Her most recent project has been working with turkey suppliers on implementing GAP’s turkey standards.
This program is now considered one of the largest farm animal welfare standards programs in the world. Frances is based at Whole Foods Market
headquarters in Austin, Texas.

Frances Flower

David Fraser Honoured

David Fraser was honoured with a Lifetime Achievement Award by the BC Society for the Prevention of
Cruelty to Animals on May 27 at a special ceremony in Vancouver. The BC SPCA’s Lifetime Achievement Award
recognizes and honours individuals who have made an outstanding contribution to the lives of animals in B.C.
and across Canada.

“David Fraser is one of the most dedicated and influential advocates for animal welfare in the world today,” said
Craig Daniell, chief executive officer for the BC SPCA.“He has been, and continues to be, an inspiration to us for
his work in helping millions of animals around the world."

BC SPCA President Cindy Soules, Dr. David Fraser




