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Can milk production or feeding behavior serve as an early

indicator of mastitis?

K. L. Proudfoot, D. M. Weary and M. A. G. von Keyserlingk

Mastitis is one ol the niost costly diseases to acour in early lactation of dairy covws as it is directly associated with milk loss Early detection of

this disease collld aid in timely reatment vet iL is unclear which measiirtements can identify cows that dre becoming ill

Aims: to determine if cows that develop mastitis in early lactation differ in milk production, feed intake and
feeding time prior to clinical diagnosis of the disease compared to cows that remain healthy.

Methodology:

7 cows diagnosed with mastitis by milker
(matched with 7 cows with no disease)
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Measured milk production, dry matter intake and feeding time
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belore diadnosis of the disease

Funding was provided by: NSERC Industrial Research Chair in Animal Welfare with contributions from the Dairy Farmers of Canada and many others found at www.landfood.ubc.ca/animalwelfare
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Milk ploduction does not differ betweel cows that develop niastitis and those thal reinain hedlthy

{ows thal develop mmastilis eat less and spend less tinie eating than healthy cows beginning four days
belore diagnosic




